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· Introduction
Limericks are short funny poems originally from a city (also called Limerick) in Ireland.  These poems are fun, interesting and often have a surprise or joke at the end.  Many limericks can be naughty or silly, and try to make you laugh. Limericks have a special musical beat (called metre) which gives special stress on certain parts of the poem. You can see the basic format of a limerick’s metre in the box to the right.

· First Line

Traditionally, the first line of a limerick introduces a person and it may also tell where they are from.
E.G, “There was a young man from Beijing” or  “There once was a woman called Sue”
· Rhyming Pattern

Limericks always have the same format. There are 5 lines. The last words in lines 1, 2 and 5 all rhyme with each other. Lines 3 and 4 are shorter, and they rhyme with each other. Look at the following examples of the AABBA format.
xxxxxxxxxxxxx A,,             
xxxxxxxxxxxxx Mary,         

xxxxxxxxxxxxx Japan,
xxxxxxxxxxxxx A,              
xxxxxxxxxxxxx hairy,         

xxxxxxxxxxxxx fan,
xxxxxx B,                         

xxxxxx test,                        

xxxxxx cat,                     
xxxxxx B,                         

xxxxxx best,                         
 
xxxxxx fat,                     
xxxxxxxxxxxxx A.             
xxxxxxxxxxxxx scary.        

xxxxxxxxxxxxx ran.
Some Good Examples of Limericks

	There once was an old man of Esser,
Whose knowledge grew lesser and lesser,
It at last grew so small
He knew nothing at all,
And now he's a college professor.


	There once was a man from Black Heath,
Who sat on a pair of false teeth.
He rose with a start,
and said,"God bless my heart,
I've bitten myself underneath!"
	A mouse in her room woke Miss Doud
Who was frightened and screamed very loud
Then a happy thought hit her
To scare off the critter
She sat up in bed and meowed

	There was a fat turkey named Sam,
Who gobbled whenever he ran.
He came out of the bush,
Presenting his tush,
And was shot in the butt by some  man.


	There was a young lady from Niger,
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger.
After the ride
She was inside,
And the smile was on the face of the tiger.
	There was a young hunter named Shepherd
Who was eaten for lunch by a leopard.
Said the leopard, "Egad!
You'd be tastier, lad
If you had been salted and peppered!"


	There once was a farmer from Leeds,
Who ate six packets of seeds,
It soon came to pass,
He was covered with grass,
And he couldn't sit down for the weeds!


	A customer dining at Crewe
Found a very large bug in his stew.
Said the waiter, "Don't shout
And wave it about,
Or the rest will be wanting one too."


	A wonderful bird is the Pelican.
His beak can hold more than his belly can.
He can hold in his beak
Enough food for a week!
But I'll be darned if I know how the hellican?

	There was a young fellow named Clay
Who’d sit on his rear end all day
Till one day he sat
On an ill-tempered cat
And it took his enjoyment away


	There was a young man from Dealing
Who caught the bus for Ealing.
It said on the door
Don't spit on the floor 
So he jumped up and spat on the ceiling
	There was an old man of Tibet,
Who said; 'Don't put your wealth in the Net,
If your route to success,
Is a dotcom address,
Then you're certain to end up in debt.'


Writing Assignment- Limericks

1.  Complete the following limerick by adding words on the lines. Try to add the correct number of syllables (sounds) show in brackets () so your lines will be the right length.


2.  Write your own funny limerick. Make sure lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme and that lines 3 and 4 also rhyme.  Follow the tips given on the back of the sheet. Be creative and original. But do not use any of the rhyming words from the limerick in question one. Make a NEW poem.
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NAME: ______________________





CLASS: ___________  #_______














There once was a _________________ (1) from Kowloon,





�Who  liked  to ______________________ (3) in June,








Then one  __________   (2) day,








The  __________  (1)  went away,








So  _________________________________ (5) until noon.
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